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COLUMBIAN FOUNDATION 
FOR PEOPLE WITH MENTAL RETARDATION, INC. 

2006 ANNUAL REPORT 
April 2007 

To: Board of Directors, State Officers, Board of Chaplains, Grand Knights,  
District Deputies, Chapter Presidents, and Chapter Chairmen/Assistant  

From: Frank Nigro, P.S.D., President 

Subject: 2006 Annual Report 

Enclosure: 2006 Financial Statement 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT: The following is the Annual report of your Columbian Foundation for 
People with Mental Retardation, Inc. for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006. 

GROSS CONTRIBUTIONS: Through the great effort of all our Councils the past nineteen (19) years, 
new heights in Columbianism for charity have been achieved.  Our Councils, through the efforts of the 
membership, have collected over Eleven Million Dollars ($11,300,000.00). On behalf of the Board of 
Directors, We cannot thank you enough. 

DONATIONS: The success of the 2006 drive really belongs to the many councils who solicit donations 
from the local businesses and corporations in their area. 

PRO-RATA SHARE: The continuous growth of the M.R. program and fund raising drive for 2006 
was excellent. The Pro-Rata Share (which is the M. R. operation fund) will be 7½% for the 2007 
Drive. 

RESIDENTIAL/EDUCATIONAL LOAN PROGRAM:  .The Foundation has issued three (2) interest 
free loans, one in the San Gabriel area and the other in San Diego. 

Thanks to the Councils support for this program, we are able to financially support facilities that take care 
of people with Mental Retardation. 

NOTE Our Supreme Council has informed the Tootsie Roll Company regarding the tootsie roll wrapper 
and the terminology used on and inside the wrapper. The Phrase on the outside of the Wrapper “Mental 
Retardation” will be replaced by the words “Intellectual Disabilities”.  

With Regard to the upcoming drive in October 2007, you can order aprons with the phrase “Intellectual 
Disabilities”.  

COUNCILS: For the year 2006, our records indicate 422 Councils participated. However, only 405 
Councils have sent in their M/R 200 report with gross contributions of $ 864,798.28.  The Foundation has 
received (less council expenses) $ 818,695.31. The Foundation can not over emphasize the importance of 
receiving the M/R 200 form along with the net proceeds from the drive. It is essential that these funds be 
forwarded to the Foundation Treasurer within a Thirty (30) day period after the conclusion of the drive, as 
requested on the form. 

Should a Council not have a qualified recipient, the monies MUST be sent in anyway, using the M/R 200 
form. The Request for Distribution will be held while deciding whom the recipient is, until September 
30th of the year following the drive. At that time, it will be automatically deposited in the Residential/ 
Educational Loan Program. As we have mentioned many times in the past, you are dealing with public 
funds and you are accountable for all funds collected.  
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Those Councils who have a gross revenue of $4,000.00 or more will receive a plaque at the State 
Convention. 

COUNCIL NUMBER    COUNCIL NAME   GROSS CONTRIBUTION 
9487 Bishop William R. Johnson 39,417.50 
4041 Tracy 24,000.73 
982 Alemany 20,478.27 

11393 Murrieta Mission 15,205.76 
4018 Fullerton  15,101.71 
7985 Centennial 14,175.89 

11653 Our Lady of Miracles 13,650.00 
12451 Father Louis F Knight 13,000.00 
5271 Frank C Meyers  12,000.70 
6965 John N Neumann 11,130.00 

13111 Irvine  11,100.00 
6020 Pope John Paul I 10,905.22 
6332 James Cardinal McIntyre 10,546.00 
9964 Temecula Valley  10,358.13 
3589 Francis P Matthews  10,190.60 
9469 Our Lady of Grace 7,598.59 
4970 Arden – Carmichael 7,464.56 
4567 Queen of Martyrs 7,250.00 

10414 St Anthony  6,518.79 
4964 Infant Mary   6,517.50 
3772 Stella Maris 6,500.00 

11804 Mary Help of Christmas 6,191.28 
6149 Sacred Heart  5,948.56 
3697 Knute Rockne  5,854.50 
1465 Montery  5,693.26 
4540 Father Greely 5,304.23 
4025 St. Francis 5,237.24 

10693 St Anthony’s  5,103.50 
4488 Del Rosa  5,060.28 
3474 Bishop O’Dowd  4,923.10 

10802 St Timothy’s 4,915.90 
10180 Our Lady of Peace 4,858.75 
8709 St Anne’s 4,714.85 
5568 Father Michael Potter  4,709.65 
9022 St Elizabeth Seton 4,658.00 
1898 Whittier 4,587.74 
7987 Father John C Murphy  4,569.25 
9599 Father Jerzy Popieuszko 4,565.00 
6197 Bishop Gallegds 4,563.22 
6322 Monsignor Hayes  4,530.08 

11520 St. Edwards  4,451.69 
4922 Father Peters J J Juba  4,417.00 
1324 Santa Rosa   4,407.75 
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4436 La Puente 4,342.00 
6979 Msgr Thomas P Healy 4,302.50 

13124 St Therese of Carmel 4,285.38 
9128 St. Luke  4,200.00 

12394 Holy Trinity  4,190.94 
1586 Petaluma Council  4,100.00 
4901 Vaca Valley 4,018.11 
5322 Blessed Sacrament 4,003.50 
2603 Msgr. Paul Degnan 4,000.00 

DISTRICT DEPUTIES: There are many districts, which have excellent participation. We have worked 
with our District Deputies in keeping them informed on how their District has participated in the program 
with the hope that they will encourage those Councils who have not participated, to do so.  Their effort 
has been a tremendous help in the success we have achieved.  I wish to thank the “Man in the Middle” for 
all his support. 

A District Deputy having a 100% participation of all there Councils and the Foundation receiving Council 
Drive Report Form (M/R200) with the net proceeds by January 15, 2007 will receive a plaque at the State 
Convention. 
 

District Name District Name 
5 Casey J Haas 46  Gilbert R Portillo 
7 Peter W Comerford 48 Manuel A Azevedo 
9 Edward L Peluso 61 Cherif Khoury 
10 David M Magnino 66 Thomas A Jimenez 
11 W Jackson Willoughby 77 Philip T Wilmot Jr 
13 Fred V Kerstad Jr 78 Gary D Ganibi 
14 Ronald L Pierre 79 Richard I Delgado 
15 Sergio Orozco 80 Michael J Wilson 
16 Joel Hernandez 82  Manuel J Hinojosa 
17 Francisco Orozco 83 Peter M Lamendola 
18 Edward A Kilgore 87 Albert L Castellano 
23 Romeo D Quevedo 89 Daniel R Lucas Jr 
24 Frank Rivas 93 Arthur P Manzano 
25 Joseph L Reno Sr 94 Clarence J Chatfeild 
27 William V Glover  95 Cletus P Geisbush 
31 Ernesto J Medel 96 Donald T Stanley 
34 Stephen J Hagarty 103 William C Brown 
35 Jim Elizondo 104 Ernesto M Cruz Jr 
36 Natividad Garcia  107 Avelino C Doliente 
37 Thomas L Lambdin 110 Michael D Brault 
39 Gregory R Houtchens  111 Edward C Ashbaugh 
41 Eugene Davis Jr  113 Floyd D Rainey  
45 David L Mathe  114 Jeff L Hendricks  
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Top District in the State, with the highest gross revenue by a District will receive a plaque at the State 
Convention.  

Highest Gross Revenue 
District # 90 – 67,368.39 

 Dr Guy Gottschalk, District Deputy 

CHAPTERS: A concerted effort was made this year to focus on Chapters. I truly  believe that the 
Chapters play a vital roll  in our fund raising program. We have four (4) Chapters who achieved 100% of 
all their council’s participation in our M.R. Program. A great job, well done! Now, we need the other 
twelve  (12) Chapters to do the same.  

The following Chapters had 100% participation of all their Councils and their Chapter Chairman will 
receive a plaque at the State Convention, they are:   
 

* Redwood Chapter Robert F. Rouche Chapter Chairman 
* San Jose Chapter William J Glover Chapter Chairman 
* San Gabriel Chapter Roger E Hays Sr Chapter Chairman 
* Mission High Desert Edwin M Hoover Chapter Chairman 

 
The Chapter who has the highest ratio of gross revenue to number of Councils in their Chapter will 
receive a plaque at the State Convention. 

Highest Gross Average Per Council 
Orange County Chapter - $ 4.981.21 
Barry J Crawley, Chapter President 

There will be three (3) awards for Chapters with the highest gross revenue by its Councils. The Chapters 
will receive a plaque at the State Convention. 

Highest Gross Contribution 
Orange County Chapter - $ 168.473.27 
Barry J Crawley, Chapter President 

Second Highest Gross Contribution 
Northern California Chapter - $116.617.90  

David M Abbott, Chapter President  

Third Highest Gross Contribution 
San Diego Diocese Chapter – $ 89.286.60   

John Giltner, Chapter President 

Our Chapters deserve a great deal of credit for the continuous improvement of this program. 

CORPORATION  NAME: When this corporation was formed, a great deal of research was done, 
together with contacting other State Councils regarding the use of the words “Mentally Retarded” (MR).  
It was evident that this term was the key element in fund raising programs. 

The Board of Directors of this Corporation is very sensitive to the term “Mentally Retarded.” The phrase  
“Mentally Retarded” is a medical term. 
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There are two concerns that our society deals with in this area, they are: 

1. The many organizations, home facilities, County Governments, State Governments, Federal 
Government and the many men and women who train and take care of people with mentally 
retarded citizens, prefer not to use the term “Mentally Retarded,” however, their substitute 
phrases keep changing.   

2. The Fund Raisers, like our Corporation the Columbian Foundation for People with Mental 
Retardation, Inc., is a public benefit corporation.  Our primary function is to raise funds for 
People with Mental Retardation. The general public is very familiar with the term, 
“Mentally Retarded,” and have a clear understanding of what this term means and they give 
most generously in support of this program. It is the belief of the Board that the use of the 
term “People with Mental Retardation” will raise the most money. 

It is our mission to raise funds the best way we know. Our councils have done a fantastic job these past 
nineteen (19) years. We have raised over Eleven Million Dollars ($11,300,000.00). in donations. These 
funds go to local community charities 501(C)(3) as designated by the local Council. The many local 
facilities that receive these funds have many different corporate names. However; they all support by 
virtue of their purpose; People with Mental Retardation. 

At our Board meeting on February 20, 1999 The Board voted to change the Corporate Name to 
“Columbian Foundation for People with Mental Retardation”, Inc. this will meet the needs of not only 
children, but also adults. The need for residential living for children and adults is becoming more 
apparent as we continue the work of this program.  

On February 1, 2003 at our bi-annual Board Meeting, the Board of Directors approved to replace the 
current apron “Help Mentally Retarded Children” with a new apron “Helping People with Mental 
Retardation”. 

STATE COUNCIL OFFICE: A special thanks to the State Office, Barry Crawley, State Executive 
Secretary and Mercedes Peterson for all their support to the Foundation during the year, especially the 
many reports they generate for the Foundation. 

I wish to give a special thanks to our Grand Knights, District Deputies, Chapters, Chapter 
Chairmen/Assistant, Committee Chairman, Foundation Officers and the Board of Directors for all their 
effort in making this year’s program a huge success.  

Let’s make 2007 an even greater year for people with Intellectual Disabilities. This year’s drive will be 
held on the weekend of October 19, 20, and 21, 2007. 

God Bless. 

Fraternally, 
 
Frank Nigro, P.S.D. 
President 


